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To the Chairman & Members of the Maesteg Urban District 
Council 


Gentlemen and iirs. Gibbs, 


I have the honour to submit for your consideration the 69th 
report on the Public Health of the district, drawn up in accordance with 
Circular 1/66 Wales of the Welsh Board of Health. The report contains 
records of the work done by the Health Department together with information 
relevant to the health of the community received from other sources. 


The estimated mid-year population was 21,350, showing a small 
decrease on the estimated population for 1966. There has been a downward 
trend in population figures for the past five years but, the building 
programme for 1967 may well show a reversal of this trend in subsequent years. 


The birth rate (15.6 per 1000 population) continues to fall and 
the death rate (12.6 per 1000 population) continues to rise. However, I 
am optimistic that on these figures also the Councils building programme 
will have a marked effect. 


The vital statistics continue to show that improvements are still 
possible, although these become progressively more difficult to achieve as 
the more evident and curable ills are conquered, infant diarrhoea, infectious 
diseases generally and the success of immunisation campaigns in particular. 
The combined deaths of infants and stillbirths have been reduced by more 
than one half over the past 10 years. In 1958 there were 12 stillbirths 
and 12 infant deaths under one year of age giving a total of 24. im 196 (, 
the figures were 4 and { respectively giving a total of ll. There is still 
room for improvement as can be showm in comparison with figures for other 
areas, and the country as a whole, Closer liason which is being achieved 
between mother, doctor, consultant, midwife and health visitor and the 
steady improvement in knowledge by the mother of the events and progress 
of pregnancy by giving health education both before, during and after 
pregnancy must inevitably pay dividends. 


There has been tremendous improvement in nutritional standards 
and standards of child care over the past years but despite this we still 
have a few families who have to be designated as problem families and the 
children of these families stand out in relief from the rest of the child 
population, They are often ostracised by their companions and the girls 
of these families almost inevitably themselves become mother of problem 
families, Although we have had some success, there is no easy solution to 
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the problem. I+ is rarely in these families, however, that we find 
social maladjustment. With the levelling of living conditions generally 
comes ambition to be better than ones neighbours and often mothers go 

out to work to achieve this. The attainment of an improved standard 

of living seems to lead to the desire for more and more luxuries, and 
there does seem to be some danger at present of high living and low 
thinking. Television has superceded the desire to read to a large 
extent but our very good library continues to stimulate reading habits, 
particularly in the children, and the number of illitcrates continues to 
Pad, We live in an area where so many people work with their hands. i 
am continually amazed by the number of homes made more beautiful by the 
skills of the householder but there is still scope for more cultural 
pursuits and more can be done by parents to encourage children to think 
and read. 


The number of deaths from cancer of the lung showed an all time 
high at 14 and now forms nearly a third of all cancer deaths. There 
is no doubt that smoking is probably the primary cause of cancer of the 
lung and one continucs to hope that Health Hducation in schools will 
produce a wiser future generation. 


he health of any town depends on a vast complex of factors, and 
not least of which is the provision of good housing, whether this be 
provided by the local authority or the private builder. It is essential, 
too, to build houses for the future rather than in a style which was 
adequate by past standards. The Authority have I think been far sighted 
in their housing programme particularly in the provision of central heating 
in the new housing cstate. There is still however, a great need for 
more old peoples residences. Many of the older generation are averse to 
leaving an area in which they may have spent the greater part of their lives 
and they adjust badly to rehousing in new sites. Attention could profitably 
be given to some of the older houses near the centre of the town. These 
Mouse, though small and lacking amenities could be converted at small 
cost for the rchousing of the older generation. 


There were no dramatic incidents relating to the public health during 
the year, which is as it should be. t is the function of a public health 
department to prevent, as far as possible, those events which may make head- 
lines. tie Pubiaie Health Inspector functions in a variety of fields with 
a medical bearing. His work has always appeared to me to be inadequately 
appreciated. Basically he has remained a field worker although the nature 
of his work has altered on accent and scope so that he becomes the founder 
member of the Public Health team. His importance is not reflected in 
ahy glamorous public image but rather in the esteem in which he is held by 
fellow members of the team. I wish to thank both Mr. I. Devies, Chief 
Public Health Inspector and ifr. A. Stuckey, Public Health Inspector for their 
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contribution to the past year and also Mrs. C. Banks for the efficient 
way in which she has carricd out the clerical work of the Department. 
In addition I must thank the Officers and Staff of the other departments 
of the Macsteg U.D.C. for their friendly cooperation. 

In conclusion I would like to thank the Chairman of the Health 


Committee and Members of the Council who have been both understanding and 
helpful in their dealings with all the members of the Health Department. 


I am, 
Your obedient Servant, 
H. P. EVANS. 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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SUMMARY OF GENERAL STATISTICS 


emanated 


Population (Mid-Year 1967) estimated by 


Registrar General eoe 
Population (Census 1961) Sere 
Area in acres cee 


Number of household as of 1961 


Density of Population. % persons at more 
than 1S per room eee 


Comparable figure for Glamorgan 
Rateable Value as of 3lst December, 1967 


Sum Represented by Penny Rate ae. 


21,550 
21,680 
6,709 


6,254 


4.4 
Ael 
£426,164 


£1,650 
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VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE DISTRICT FOR 1967 AND PREVIOUS YEARS 


+ ) : On. een ee 
| | | ! TOTAL DEATHS | 
BIRTHS mene aor tks at 
{ Under 1 year | At all ages 
- i —— 
| “oa eee |Rate per | , Rate per ‘Rate per | 
| Number } 1000 Number! 1000 |Number | 1000 | 
| [pomtetion| : Population, Population| 
nee 2 eS otet he. ht 
| | | | 

1958 22,720 279, | 6.7 |e | 31.09 EATER oT hog 

1959 22,610 343 | te ae Wien | GSN | ORS NI 

Mea | 22,510 | 508 ice mane } 21.94 | 243 | 10,8 | 

1961 | 21,680 | 370 | eel | Pe weds 276 | 12.8 | 

1962 ego | 88D TGC i | 17.68 | 249 | bie ay | 

1963 | 21,790 | 378 | 7 -Balns| Und | 95.77 ee Mae aera 

! ‘ 

1964 | 212590 |, 255 | 16.4 | a | 4529 Z| 969 | 
miee5 | 21,510 371 Veen 5 | 13.48 | 258 | 11.99 | 
1966 | 21 A350 353 | See ae | 14.16 | 261 | 12/18 

1967 | 21,350 ee eg tn. 22.00) 268 | 12.6. || 
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SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS, 1967 


BIRTHS 


Livebirths 3- Legitimate - 158 males; 143 females - Total 301 
Illegitimate - 11 maless 9 females - Total 20 
Total Births (Legitimate and Illegitimate) - 321 


Crude Birth Rate per 1,000 population - 15.0 
_ (1966 - 16.47) 


Birth Rate, England and Wales - 17.2 


Illegitimate Births as percentage Total Live Births - 6,2 


Stillbirths :- Legitimate - 2 males; 2 females - Total - 4 
Tllegitimate - 0 males; O females 
Total Stillbirths - 4 


Stillbirth Rate: per 1,000 Live and Stillbirths - 12.0 
(1966 - 22,2) 


stillbirth Rate, England and Wales -— 14.8 
Total Births = Live and Stillbirths = 4325 
(1966 - 361) 
DEATHS 
Totals :- Males - 1403; Females - 128 - Total 268 
(1966 - 261) 


Death Rate per 1,000 population = 12.6 
(1966 - 12.18) 


Crude Death Rate; Hngland and Wales - 11.2 


Infant Deaths :- (Under 1 year) 
Legitimate - 3 males; 1 female 
Illegitimate - 2 males; 1 female 


Total Infant Deaths ~ 7 
(1966 - 5) 


Infant Death Rate per 1,000 Live Births - 22.0 
(1966 - 14.16) 


Infant Death Rate, England & Wales/1,000 live births 16.3 
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Neonatal Deaths - (under 4 weeks) 


Legitimate - 3 males; 1 female - Total - 4 
Tllegitimate - 2 males; 1 female —- Total - 5 
Rate per 1,000 Total Live Births - 21.8 

(1966 = 5.7) 

Early Neonatal Deaths - (under 1 week) 

Legitimate - 3 males; 1 female - Total - 4 
Tllegitimate - 2 males; 1 female - Total - 3 
Rate. per 1,000 Total Live Births - 21.8 

(1966 - 5.7) 


Perinatal Deaths - (stillbirths and deaths under 1 week) 


Legitimate - 5 males3; 3 females - Total - 8 
Illegitimate - 2 males; 1 female - Total - 3 
Rate per 1,000 Live and Stillbirths - 34.0 
(1966 - 27.7) 
Perinatal Rate, Ingland and Wales - 25.4 
Maternal Mortality :- 


Number of deaths —- nil. 


"Crude" and "Widjusted" Rates 


The tables of vital statistics show "adjusted" as well as "crude" 
birth and death rates. Rates of births and deaths can be considerably 
affected by the age, and to a slighter extent, by the sex constitution of 
the population concerned, The "crude" rates are, therefore, unsatisfactory 
as a measure for comparison of the birth and death rates. sone form of 
standardisation is therefore necessary to make allowance for the age and sex 
composition of the population. 
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GLAMORGAN (ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY) VITAL STATISTICS, 1967 


| ie LIVE BIRTHS DEATHS jstan1- aa PERINATAL MORTALITY 
Estimate a. te on ee is j 
Population Number | Rate per 1000 Number’ Rate Per = Ratio of ie . Rate per | Still- ! Rate per 
1967 of | population of fics, = local  f 1000 | births &| 1000 live 
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Births | | { {Death ra total births 
, Crude | Adjusted Crude | ; to ee : 


| 
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CONGENITAL MALFORMATIONS 
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INFANT DEATHS DURING THE YEAR 1967 


Cause. 


Multiple congenital 
abnormalities. 


Prematurity. 
Hare lip and cleft 
palate. 


Prematurity. 
Atelectosis. 


Renal Agenesis,. 


Prematurity. 
Atelectosis of lungs. 


Hydrops foetalis. 
Rhesus incompatability. 


Atelectosis of Lungs. 
Prematurity. 
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STILL-BIRTHS REGISTERED DURING THE YEAR 1967 


Cause. 


Pre-eclamptic toxaemia, 
Prenaturity. 
Albuminurea and P.H.T, 


Foetal Asphyxia. 
Placental separation. 


Anencephalic foetus. 


Bilateral renal infection. 
Malformation of umbilical cord. 


Pre-eclamptic toxaemia. 
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CANCER 


Deaths from CANCER (all forms) in District in 1967 

Males = 25 Females - 23 Total - 48 
Death Rate from Cancer (all forms) per 1,000 population - 2.25 
Deaths from LUNG CANCER in 1967 - 12 males3; 1 females Total 13 
Death Rate from Cancer of Lung per 1,000 population - 0.6 


CANCER DEATH RATES IN 1967 AND PREVIOUS YEARS 


1967 1966 1965 1964 1963 1962 


Cancer of Lung 0.42 


Cancer (all forms) 159) 


There was an increase in the number of deaths from cancer of all forms from 


41 in 1966 tp 48 in 1967. 


The number of deaths from cancer of the lung and bronchus in 1967 was 13. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Maesteg Urban District 


In the course of the year, the number of notifications of 


Tuberculosis (Pulmonary and Other Forms) received was 16. 


figure shows an increase of 5 on the previous year. 


This 


The number of cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis notified 
during the year was 8 males and 5 females. 


There were 3 deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis. 


There were no deaths from Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis. 


Distribution of notifications and deaths is as follows :- 


Ward 

Caerau 
Nantyffyllon 
Kast 


West 


NOTIFICATION 
Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary 
3 1 
2 0 
4 9 
4 2 
13 5 


Pulmonary 
a 


O 


m 


DEATHS 
Non-Pulmonary 
(@) 


0 


At the end of the year, after death removals, cures, changes in 
diagnosis and transfers had been adjusted, there were 118 cases on the 


Department's register, made up as follows :- 


Males 
Females 


Pulmonary 


68 
5) 


103 


Non-Pulmonary 


A 
1 


ae 


15 


(This is an increase of 13 on last year) 
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The following tables give the number of notifications 
received for the period 1957 - 1967 (inclusive) :- 


Pulmonary Tuberculosis: 


Year Males Females Total 
LT at 12 25 
1958 9 6 15) 
ey) 13 { 20 
1960 5 5) 10 
1961 nme 2 Le 
1962 B (2 B) 
1963 2 2 if 
1964 8 4 IZ 
1965 8 6 14 
1966 6 2 8 
1967 8 5 13 


Non-Pulmonary Turberculosis 


Year Males Females Total 
LOD | a 3 4 
1958 2 O 2 
ago 3 if 4 
1960 at 2 3 
1961 i ©) a 
1962 O O O 
1963 O ) 0) 
1964 ile 2 5 
1965 O 2 2 
1966 iL 2 4 
1967 0 3 3 


No special provision is made by the Council for the treatment 
of Tuberculosis. This is left to the medical practitioner in 
attendance, who, either directly or through the Medical Officer of 
Health, obtains the assistance of the Welsh Regional Hospital Board. 

No action was taken by the Council for the removal of patients under 
Section 172, Public Health Act, 1936, during the year 1967. 
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HEALTH SERVICES 


The following health services are the responsiblity of 
the Glamorgan County Council :- 


1. Care of Mothers and Young Children. 

2. Domiciliary Midwifery. 

4. Health Visitors. 

4, Vaccination and Immunisation. 

5. Home Nursing. 

6. Ambulance Services. 

7. Prevention of Illness; Care and After-Care. 
8. Domestic Help Service. 

9. Duties connected with ilental Health. 


OZ Provcsion om Healthy Centres. 


These services arc administered through the Divisional Health 
Office, County Council Offices, Quarella Road, Bridgend, with the 
exception of Mental Health and the County Ambulance Service. 


The hospitals of Mid-Glamorgan are administered to the 
Regional Hospital Board through the Mid-Glamorgan Hospital Monagement 
Committee at Neath. 


(1) SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES 


The medical inspection of school-children and the holding of 
ophthalmic, dental, orthopaedic and speech therapy clinics, ctc., 
is done by the County Council. The various age groups are examined 
periodically and from the school inspections referred to the various 
Clinics if so required. 
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(2) TUBERCULOSIS 


Institutions are maintained by the Welsh Regional Hospital 
Board for the treatment of persons suffering from Tuberculosis. 
Treatment and observation is centralised at Bridgend for the Mid- 
Glamorgan Area. 


(3) NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948 


Officers of the National Assistance Board, stationed locally, 
have an office at the Ministry of Labour and National Service, 
Employment Exchange, Castle Street, ifaesteg. 


(4) VACCINATION & IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination and immunisation of children against Whooping 
Cough, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Smallpox and Poliomyelitis is carried 
out by the County Council, and for further particulars enquiries 
should bé made at the nearest clinic. These procedures are also 
carried out by general practitioners. B.C.G. Vaccination against 
Tuberculosis is done at school for some children of about 13 years 
of age. A stock of requcst cards is kept at the Health Department for 
issue to members of the public who require themselves, or any members 
of their family, vaccinated against Poliomyelitis, provided they are 
not over 4O years. The latter nay apply to their family doctor for 
vaccination. Any requests received from a persons under the age of 
21 years, must be accompanied by the authorisation signature of the 
parent or guardian. The card is them forwarded to the Divisional 
Medical Officer at Bridgend, who arranges an appointment at the 
Maternal & Child Welfare Clinic, Church Street, Maesteg. 
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IMMUNISATION AGAINST WHOOPING COUGH, 
DIPHTHERIA AND TETANUS 


An immunisation programme against these diseases starts 
with an injection at age two months followed by two further 
injections at monthly intervals. Booster injections are given 
at ages fifteen months and five years. Immunisation is carried 
out during the course of the veekly child welfare clinics at ilaesteg 
and Caereau. and fortnightly at the Park Site Clinic, The response 
to advice on the matter appears to be fairly good. To achieve 
maximum protection in a community 80% at least of the infant 
population must be immunised against these diseases. Every effort 
is made continually by the local authority personel to cnsure that 
this figure is approxinated. 


VACCINATION AGAINST POLIOMYELITIS 


The immunisation programme against Poliomyelitis starts with 
a three drop dose of vaccine administered in syrup at the age of 
seven months, followed by two further doses at monthly intervals and 
a booster dose at five years of age. Immunisation is carried out 
routinely at all Infant Welfare Clinics. 


The Nationel Scheme for vaccination against poliomyelitis 
began in 1956. It is now many years since a case of poliomyelitis 
was notified in the District although parents by no means make full 
use of the ease and convenience of vaccination. I have no means of 
recording the exact number of completed vaccinations against the 
disease in the Area but there is no reason to bclicve it higher than 
the National percentage of 65. The poliomyelitis vaccination campaign 
must be maintained in the vulnerable group of children. The ain is 
85% vaccinated to give comunity protection. Parents are constantly 
reminded that vaccinztion is simple and harmlessg oral vaccination on 
a lump of sugar or in syrup gives a high degree of protection. It is 
always difficult to convince parents of a danger with which they are 
unfamiliar. Parents arc now too young to appreciate the scourge of the 
polionyelitis virus and have become complacent. We continue to hope 
that persistent education will prevent thom learning the dangers by 
personal experience. 
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CLINICS & TREATMENT CENTRES 


The County Council provides the following Clinics :- 


Ante-natal 


Child Welfare 


Child Welfare 


Child Welfare 


Birth Control 


Chiropody 


Chiropody 


Orthopaedic 


Dental 


Refraction 


Speech Therapy 


Monday afternoons 
(fortnightly) 


Tuesday all day 
Wednesday all day 


Thursday mornings 
(fortnightly) 


lst Wednesday 
afternoon (monthly) 


Monday all day 


Wednesday all da 
Ay 
Monthly 


ilonday, Tuesday & 
Wednesday aftcornocns 


Tuesday (monthly) 


Friday all day 
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Maesteg. 


Meesteg. 
Caerau. 


Park Estate, 
Maesteg. 


Bridgend. 


Plasnewydd 
school, until 
Sept., 1967. 
Now in Maesteg 
Cilakaues 


Cacrau, 


Plasnewydd 
Sehool, untak 
september, 
1967, now held 
at Maestez 
Cilamaer 


Mi & CW Clinic, 
Church Street, 
MAESTEG, 
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The Regional Hospital Board provides :- 


Clinics in the Maesteg General Hospital - 


Medical “eon 
Surgical eee 
Gyneecological cee 
BolT. cos 

aediatrics ooo 
Radiology ooo 


Monday mornings 
Tuesday afternoons (monthly) 


Wednesday mornings 
Thursday mornings 


Weekly (alternate Friday 
mornings and Wednesday 
afternoons ) 


Monday afternoons 


Thursday afternoons 
(monthly ) 


Daily 


Ante-=natal Clinics for general practitioners in relation to 
the Maternity Services, General Hospitel, held in the Maternal 


& Child Welfare Centre, Church Street, Macs 


TCS. 


Yenercal Disease - V.D. Clinic, Opposite General Station, 
Port Talbot. Treatment is free anc confidential. 
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PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936, - SECTION 176 
POWER UF LOCAL AUTHORITY IN RESPECT OF THE 
PRAVENTION & TREATIENT OF BLINDNESS 


All arrangements under this section are undertaken by the 
Glamorgan County Council. 


CO-OPERATION OF VOLUNTARY 
BODIES 


The inspector of the local branch of the National Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children maintains close cooperation 
with the Health Department. A number of cases of neglected, or ill- 
treated children, in investigated by the Inspector cach year, sometines 
at the request of the Department. 


CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES 


Premises where cases of infectious disease occur are visited 
where this is thought essential. The taking of swabs and immunisation 
of all contacts, where applicable, is undertaken by the Medical Officer 
of Health. If removal to hospital is necessary, rooms are disinfected 
by the Department at the patient's home. When the patient is isolated 
at home, this is cone on termination of the illness. Infected clothing, 
bedding, etc., are sometimes removed on request and dealt with by stream- 
disinfection at the Maesteg Isolation Hospital. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948 


BURIAL OR CHELATION OF THE DEAD 
There were no burials arranged during the year. 


CITIZEN'S ADVICE BUREAU 


This is held every Wednesday afternoon between 1.30 pem. and 3.30 p.m. 
and every Friday evening between 5.30 p.m. and 7.30 pom. at the Council 
Chembers. The voluntary workers giving the service undergo continuous 
training and keep up to date with changes in legislation and developments 
of various social serviccs. The Burcau's invaluable work for the 
community includes advice on health and welfare services, hire purchase 
agreements, house purchase and landlord and tenant problems. It also 
arranges interviews with solicitors on the Legal Aid Advice Panal. 
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INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGULATIONS 
TRAVELLERS ABROAD 
CERTIFICATES OF VACCINATION 


In accordance with the Regulations, some of these certificates 
are required to be stamped with an approved stamp at the Health 
Department in the district where the vaccination was performed. It 
therefore, does not necessarily take place in the district where the 
traveller is a resident. Most certificates dealt with at the Department 
are for vaccination against smallpox and cholera. Certificates of 
vaccination against such diseases as Yellow Fever are dealt with at the 
actual centre where the vaccination is performed. 


The essential part of the certificate is recognition of the 
Signature shown as being that of a local practitioner performing the 
vaccination. Particular attention is also paid to the method of dating 
to avoid any unnecessary delay in travellers being allowed to land ‘at 
the other end',. 


These certificates are not to be obtained by travellers at the 
Health Department and it is not the responsibility of either the Medical 
Officer of Heaith or the Local Authority to provide them. A small stock 
is kept at the Department for emergency use only, as travel agencies 
usually supply them, also employers who are engaging people for work 
abroad. The traveller himself, can obtain them from the Ministry of 
Health direct if unable to get them elsewhere. 


During the year 1967 the number of certificates stamped at the 
Health Department was 97. 
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SUMMARY OF VISITS UNDERTAKEN BY 
THE DEPARTMENT DURING THE YEAR 1967 


INSPECTIONS s- 


Water Supply eae poco eee. 45 
Drainage parse aialele ANAS Bl 
Public Conveniences cece oeee cece 20 
Cinemas, etc. cans aiaiels eee 5) 
Refuse Collection & Disposal cece aleralie 45 
Houses under the Public Health, Housing & Rents Act eee. 420 
Overcrowding erate alesse anos 14 
Verminous Premises oeoe ovee ecee 380 
Infectious Diseases eos eee. cone 10 
Food Premises e200 eoee eevo 230 
Dairies eee ence e208 10 
Ice-Cream Premises cece eevee oece 24 
Slaughterhouse e2ec eoee esac 520 
Fried Fish Shops ooes ceoe ease I. 
Pet Animals Shop (Market Hall) ee anes 10 

i, 766 
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OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIONS 


34 Official Representations were made by the Department in 
respect of 34 properties, under Section 16, 6 under Section 17, 
19 under Section 18 and 2 under Section 28 of the Housing Act, 1957, 
as they were considered to be unfit for human habitation. 


DISINESSTATION 


Both Council and private dwellings were disinfested during 
the yeare Pybuthrin and Gammexane in various forms were used for the 
purpose. The following table gives the number of houses treated 
during the year. 


Council houses (bug infestation ae A 
Private dwellings " " ue eae 3) 
Council houses (cockroach " see 9 
Private dwellings  " “ ane, | 
Council houses (ant " ioe LG 
Private dwellings ut cae 105) 
Private dweelings (flies " fies, LO 


Insecticide in various forms is given, in some cases, to 
house-holders, with instructions as to its proper use. A record 
is kept at the Department of the nature of infestation and address. 
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STATUTORY NOTICES SERVED 


During the year, 94 Abatement Notices under Section 93, Public 
Health Act, 1936, were served. 


1 Notice under Section 138, Public Health Act, 1936, and 
Section 30, Water Act, 1945, as amended by Section 78, Public Health 
Act, 1961, were served to provide dwellings with a sufficient supply 
of water for domestic and sanitary purposes of the occupants. 


8 Notices under Section 58, Public Health Act, 1936, as amended by 
Public Health Act, 1961, were served in respect of dangerous structures. 


24 Notices of Time and Place under the Housing Act, 1957, were served 
in respect of 24 properties. 


4 Notices were served under Section 18 of the Public Health Act, 
1961, in respect of repairs to drain or private sewer. 


3 Notices were served under Section 25(2), Public Health Act, 1961, 
in respect of emergency measures to deal with dangerous buildings. 


1 Notice was served under Section 27(1), Public Health Act, 1961, 
in respect of ruinous or dilapidated buildings. 


1 Notice was served under Section 17, Public Health Act, 1961, 
in respect of stopped-up drains. 


1 Notice was served under Section 44, Public Health Act, 1936, as 
amended by Section 21, Public Health Act, 1961, in respect of providing 
satisfactory Closet Accommodation. 


1 Notice was served under Section 83, Public Health Act, 1936, in 
respect of Cleansing Premises. 


COURT PROCEEDINGS 


Arising from the Abatement Notices served, court proceedings 
were instituted against property owners for failure to abate nuisances 
arising from structural and sanitary defects, in respect of 13 properties. 
Court Orders were made for the repairs to be carried out in respect of 
5 properties. 
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RENT ACT, 1957 


During the year, no applications were received from tenants 
for Certificates of Disrepair. 


PROBLEM FAMILIES 


Occasionally during the yenr, several families with domestic 
problems were again referred to the Welfare Services Department of 
Bridgend by my-self and the Health Department Staff. These were, 
in the main, cases of people who came to enquire at the Office for 
accomodation, following notices to quit being given. The Office 
of the Welfare Services Department is situated at Cambria House, 
Wyndham Street, Bridgend and the telephone number of BRIDGEND 3534. 


HEALTH EDUCATION 


Posters continue to be displayed on Council and other premises, 
drawing attention cf the public to litter. Posters have also been 
displayed in connection between smoking and cancer of the lung. 

Throughout the year, from time to time, various posters are distributed 

to restaurants and cafes in the area, calling attention to the safeguards 

necessary to avoid food poisoning. The c-operation of the local press is 
acknowledged in publicising the views of the Department in these matters. 
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During the year 57 samples of water were submitted for analysis 


to the County Laboratory. The samples are listed below 3 


Taken from. Date. Bacteriological 
Examination. 
Tap, Castle Street Dll fie Satisfactory 


Tap, Padleys Close Do pike 6 [re ! 


Tap, Hamilton Terrace Dee Give . 


Tap, Bryndyfaid Farm 2b alie@ fe M 
Tap, Treharne Road 20a? 16/4 Unsatisfactory 
Tap, Bridgend Road Nie Paoli Satisfactory 
Tap, Neath Road Ph Delage i 
Tap, Neath Road 225 560 fe 0 
Tap, Caerau Colliery BO OT u 
Tap, Treharne Road PROM " 


Tap, Plasnewydd School 


Canteen ORAS TS " 
Tap, Bridgend Road 206 To mM 
Tap, Neath Roa 20 .A.67. i 
Tap, Tonna Road POs. 676 f 


Garth Swimming Pool, 
Deep end pa 6 [s Unsatisfactory 


Garth Swimming Pool, 
Shallow end 25s Sis (a " 
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a a a 


Chemical Analysis. 


Residual chlorine 
to be maintained 
between 0.2 and 
O25 PePoeMo 
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Takne from Date. 
Tap, Union Street Zeon 


Tap, Turberville 
Street Zoe ON 


Tap, Hermon Road SOA STE 


Garth Swimming Pool, 
Deep End OM OTL 


GarthSwimming Pool 


Shallow End 26,10 14 
Tap, Hermon Road DISA 


Maesteg Swimming Pool, 
hallow end 5G ONe 


Maesteg Swimming Pool, 
Deep end OO a 


Paddling Pool, 
Caerau 27 6a Oils 


Maesteg Swimming Pool, 
Middle Bo On Oihe 


Garth Swimming Pool, 
Middle 25368 6 ie 


Tap, Neath Road Qaeda] « 
fap, Barnarde Street 12.7.67. 


Paddling Pool, 
Caerau. Zl tee Le 


ae 


Bacteriological 


ixanination. 


satisfactory 


Unsatisfactory 
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Chemical Analysis 


satisfactory 


Chlorine to be 
maintained between 
O52 and) O.5) pels 
pH should also be 
kept between 7.0 
and 8.0 p.P.lile 


The physical 
characters of the 
samples were 
satisfactory 


The physical 
characters of the 
samples were 
satisfactory 
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Taken from 


Maesteg Swimming Pool 
Middle 


Garth Swimming Pool, 
Middle 


Paddling Pool, 
Caerau 


Tap, Hermon Road 


Paddling Pool, 
Caerau 


Tap, Bridgend Road 


Garth Swimming Pool, 
Iiddle 


Paddling Pool, 
Caerau 


arth Swimming Pool, 
Middle 


Maesteg Swimming Pool 
Middle 


a. Town Hall 
Tap, Duffryn Madog 
Tap, Church Street 
Tap, Neath Road 


Tap, Duffryn Madog 


2b TOT 


21.767. 
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Drakes 
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AP SOTA 
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Dim oe Of. 


2M Ow Oil « 


NSA S/F 
8.9.67. 
8.9.67. 
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Bacteriological 


Hxamination. 


satisfactory 


Unsatisfactory 


satisfactory 


satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 


satisfactory 
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Chemical Analysis. 


The Physical 
characters of the 
samples were 
satisfactory 


The Physical 
characters of the 
sanple is satis- 
TaACtOry. 


The Physical 
characters of the 
samples are 
satisfactory 
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Taken from Date 
ae Bridgend Road PUA 
Tap, Union Street Pe aie 
Tap, Atlee Terrace 27 elOL 6s 
Tap, Bridgend Road 2 Rolain « 
Tap, High Street 2 MOMS A 
Tap, Neath Road Stale Oils 


Tap, Coegnant Colliery 
Canteen Te Og 


Tap, Talbot Street aati Oils 
Tap, Cvmdu Colliery ZEAL Oil 


Mountain stream, 
Halfway House WAL ZS 


Halfway House Tote OF s 


Spring, Halfway 
House Mop l2eG 1. 


Bacteriological 


=35— 


Hixamination 


satisfactory 


Unsatisfactory 


satisfactory 


Unsatisfactory 


Chemical Analysis. 


Clear, soft, neutral 
water of poor 
organic quality. 


Clear, soft, neutral 
water of good 
organic guality. 
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SWIMMING POOLS 


The two swimming pools in the district are at Maesteg and 
Garth. The source of the water is the Miid-Glamorgan Water Board 

at Maesteg and the 'Cerdin! part of the river at Garth. The water 

is drained annually before the season commences. Treatment is by 
pressure filtration and chlorination. Water turn-over takes six hours. 


Maesteg pool is 45 yards x 15 yards with a maximum cepth of 
Boland its capacity is 175,000 gallons, During the year, 33,752 
members of the general public used the pool, and 43,093 school children, 
in addition. Garth pool is 30 yards x 12 yards with a maximum depth 
of 6! and its capacity is 86,000 gallons. During the year, 10,841 
members of the general public used the pool, and 2,116 school children 
in addition (for both pools, the latter figure refers to school 
classes). Both pools have a life belt and emergency pole. The 
environs of the Garth pool are inadequate in area. Both pools have 
foot baths and cubicles are provided for changing. At Maesteg, 
clothing, etc., is kept in baskets and these are sprayed periodically 
with an insecticide. 

Water samples from both pools were examined by the Health 
Department for pH value and chlorine content. The general results 
of sampling from the swimming pools were more satisfactory than in previous 
years. 
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Percentages = To nearest round figure. 
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RAINFALL FOR 34 Ss PREVIOUS TO 1967 


{ Ae oe a ena a 
| St. ae tenn PONTY- 
BRIDGEND | som 1) TLAN IRAN | oman PWLLWY | MABSTEG, WOR CYMER | 
— eee Sas |S ‘im = ee eS 
31.67 : Bodo 55.07 | 28.81 | - ! Base) | Sul 
Femle S500). 16. oll | 78.26 | 78.69 
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Be oe) | 2.) 51. 08 | ye 67.83 | 67.51] 
43.89 INGE) Cree | i/o 71.00 86.85 
50.69 | 40.12; 58,16 364A | Z 76.33 | 91.84 | 86.14 
45,27 Dice “Aeon | S724 = GpeA2 S25 Ti 71.94 
58.86 | 34.761 21.34 | 45,05 | S Bikey, | 72259 | 65.80 
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AG. 56 DAS) |) 56055 | 47.85 = SP SSSe | IA 2 
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48.45 | 46.69} 56.92 {437.43 [48.18 | 81.88 | 98,02 
AAA | AT.53 | 51.526 | 4209 45.54 | 68.22 | 80.84 
mies 39.561 46.8 | 30.50 143.94 | 68.64 | 80,69 
52.64 56.76 | 70.07 446.05 {60.7% 1105.42 1131.63 
55,40 157065 | 45.59 | 32.82 14.10 | 64.03 | 80.14 
99805 5Oa47 4419 DOs AZO OZ e510 | (AS 
POacIe |} 21,20 | 19398 | Sea eal 79.35 1100.51 
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1964 | 38.95 See 4A || $0256 156,50) 60.81 | 76.50 | 12.23 
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGES BY PESTS ACT, 1 


RODENT CONTROL ACTIVITIES 


During the year 195/ two complete maintenance treatments of the 


Council's Sewers were carried ov, 


The following tob's gives the stnte of infestation in the Area 
J 


for 12 months - January/December, 1967 
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1. No. pf properties in district 
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2a. Total number of properties 
(including neasby premises) 
inspected following 
notification e260 


b. Number infested by (i) rats; 
ti.) 


3a. Total number of propertics 
inspected for rats and/or 
mice for reasons other than 
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b. Number infested by (i) rats = = 
(ai) mice ~ - 
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OLD METAL & MARINE STORES 
PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS, AMENDMENT ACT, 1907, SECTION 86 


There were no persons registered under the Act during the year. 


OFFENSIVE TRADES - PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936 
~ SECTION Oia 


No one was granted a renewal of consent to establush an offensive 
trade, during the year. 


SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT, 1958 


During the year, nine licences to slaughter animals were granted 
in the area. The provisions of the Act relating to humane slaughtering 
were carried out. 


FOOD & DRUGS ACT, 1955 


There was one licence granted during the year for the keeping of 
premises as a Slaughterhouse, at the rear of No. 263 Bridgend Road, 
Maesteg. 


PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951 


The act stipulated that a person shall not keep a pet shop unless 
licenced by the local authority in whose area it is situated, The one 
pet shop in the area - that of the inside market hall - was licenced during 


the year. 


S10 


me = a NE A RR 


* *y Li 7 * 
ad ted ‘ t Lé . 
oe eben ae on © ee — Pace 
bs - rn ae — ‘ t 
; Try < 4 
2) 4 shad y : 4 grr = A ' 
~ - - —_ . - - ee ey 
r ¥ ' Fire 
ia 5 an ¢ 
7 creer | 
; 
hd QA ~~. (ae Se ja. Day = 
~ - rhe nar a eee ee en 
; wy Teg Te 
. e ‘se. 
lores — — = 
\ * . ye 9 * tyr 
8 ca infesw v 


j= te di ek. Ace 


; 1) sea poll off5 Fee wee 
-fu9: 


SOBs ie Se ee eee 
t TESYV nuh barge cowestt.eme ag 


wl ok ih > re 
Rae! ed Ye i oe 
ote + ie, ——- hows) eo ae 
: * -~ a 
oa jon ite sopreg. . tai’ S0taniperee 
: it +t pork péotte ab. vo oleae Bek ae 


r 


: cy 1 eT 2 
- i iis ‘ Ser tt “Io thee = ogee 


SUPERVISION OF MILK DISTRIBUTION 
THe FOOD & DRUGS ACT, 1955 


During the year, 25 samples of heat-teated, pasteurised, 
homogenised and tuberculin tested milk, were submitted to the laboratory 
for bacteriological examination. All were found to be satisfactory. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE 


During the year, all animals slaughtered in the area for 
hunan consumption have been inspected, but not without great inconvenience 
to the inspectors who have been involved in considerable evening and 
weekend work. 


I am of the opinion that the appropriate Ministry should give 


early consideration to the amendment of the Regulations with a view to 
instituting sone statutory control on the hours of Slaughtering. 
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CARCASHS & OFFAL INSPECTED & CONDEMNED IN 
WHOLE OR PART 


Maesteg Urban District 


os a Te i A 1 
| Cattle ; Sheep 
including | Calves | an Pigs Horses 
Cows 
Number killed (if known) OT. 5 AL Asus 1,146 - 
Number inspected anor 4,118 — (1,146 eso 
All diseases except 
Tuberculosis & 
Cysticerci 3 
Whole Carcase condemned coe - 8 - = 
Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned atta 361 854 21 ~ 
Percentage of the number 
inspected affected with 
disease other than 
Tuberculosis and 
Cysticerci ae 42.6 20), (/ 1.8 - 
Tuberculosis Only s 
Whole Carcase condemned eee ~ = - - - 
Carcases of which some part 
or organ wes condemned arate - - -~ a - 


| 
Percentage of the number 
inspected affected with | 
Tuberculosis : | 


EY 


Cysticeroosis 3 


Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned eee - 


| 
| 
| 
Carcases submitted to | 
treatment by refrigeration .. - | 


Generalised and totally 
condemned I - = 
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TCH-CREAM 
THE FOOD & DRUGS ACT, 1955 
ICE-CREAM (HEAT TREATMENT, ETC) REGULATIONS 
POAT TO 1959 


Two shop premises were registered during the year for the sale 
of ice-cream. sanples of ice-cream submitted to the laboratory for 
bacteriological examination and chemical analysis were found to be 
satisfactory. 


At the end of the year 1967, 101 business premises were on 
the Department's Register as registered under the Act for the sale of 
ice-crean. The Heat Treatment Regulations were complied with locally 
by all manufacturers. 


some proprietary brand ice-creams is included in the samples 
submitted, in addition to that manufactured locally. 
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THE FOOD & DRUGS ACT, 1955 


——- 


The following is a summary of articles of foodstuffs sampled 
by the County Public Health Inspectors in the Ilaesteg Urban District 
during the year 1967 :- 


Almonds (ground) a Wisi ke 9 
Aspirins B Salad Cream a 
Butter 4 Salt IL 
Cake Sponge Pastry Mix ctc. 1 Soda Water ale 
Cheese Spread 1 Soft Drinks Tf 
Chocolate Spread ng Spices at 
Condensed Ii1lk 2 Stomach Powder alt 
Crean 2 Sweets 2 
Flavouring 1 Vegetables (canned) 2 
Flour 5 Vinegar 2B 
Fruit (Canned) 3 Vitamin Tabs, etc. 3 
Fruit Juice a Cough Lintus af: 
Glucose al Drugs Z 
Ice Crean i Jelly i 
Marmalade iL Tonic Wine a. 
Meat Paste Z 
Meat Products (Canned) 4 
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SEWAGE WORKS 


The Maesteg Sewage Works has now been operating for fourteen 
years. Approximately two million gallons of sewage is treated daily. 
The service is efficient and adequate. 


REFUSE DISPOSAL 


During 1967 refuse was collected daily throughout the area. 
From time to time, leaflets warning occupiers of possible prosecution 
are distributed to houses and streets where refuse is know to have 
been dumped in river banks, lanes, rivers and pools, etc3 a record 
of these leaflets is kept in the Health Department. 
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(B) ANALYSIS OF CONTRAVENTIONS 3: 


Contraventions Found 
Metered oO ek 
| sec. 4. 

Cleanliness - 

SecCe De 

Overcrowding = 

Sec. 6. 

Tenperature BY 

Del. fe 

Ventilation = 

sec. 8. 

Lighting B) 

Sec. 9. Sanitary 

Conveniences 3 

Sec, 10. Washing 

Facilities 7 

sec. ll. Supply of 

drinking water - 

sec. 12. Accomnoda- 

tion for clothing - 

pec. 13. Sitting 

Facilitics ~ 


Contraventions Found 

in respect of: LE ee ea 

pec. 14. Seats for 

sedentary workers ~ 

pec, 15. Hating 

facilities oe 

Sec. 16. Floors, 

passages, stairs i 

pec, 17. Fencing 

of exposed parts 

of nachinery - 

Sec. 18. Protection of 

young persons from 

dangerous machinery - 

pece 29s training lof 

persons working at 

dangerous machinery - 

DeGe 255 Eronubi Fion 

of heavy work - 

Sec. 24. First Aide 

General Provisions ane) 

Other Matters 6 
TOTAL 44 
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FIFTY YEARS AGO (1917) 


Apologies were made by the Medical Officer of Health in 1917, 
as in the previous years, for the shortness of his report. The Local 
Government Board realising the difficulties of Medical Officers of Health 
during war-time, approved a summary report on essential urgent matters 
which affected the Public Health during the year. Particular attention 
was paid to matters arising from or connected with the war, outbreaks of 
infectious disease and measures adopted for Maternity and Child Welfare. 


The Registrar General estimated the population to the middle 
of the year 1917 as 30,603 for birth-rate and 27,454 for Death-rate. It 
was noted that no new dwelling houses were erected during the year3 every 
house in the District was occupied and many were let in apartments. On 
these facts it was assumed that the population had increased from that of 
1916 (26,012). The estimated number of the population engaged in His 
Majesty's Forces would be the difference between the population figures 
for Birth-rate and Death-rate i.e. 3,149. 


The area of the District was unchanged but the Medical Officer of 
Health felt that many advantages would arise from uniting Cywmfclin to the 
Maesteg District. One of the reasons given for this opinion was the 
spread of infectious disease. In the Maesteg District every case of 
diphtheria, scarlet fever and enteric fever, which could not be effectively 
isolated at home, were removed to Maesteg Isolation Hospital; but in the 
adjoining district of Cwmfelin the Rural Authority was not so stringent in 
this respect and the consequence was that infection spread from one district 
to the other from inadequate isolation. 


The number of Births registered in the District was 712, 363 males 
and 349 females. There were 18 illegitimate births. The estimated Birth- 
rate for the year was 23.27 and that of England and Wales for the same period 
was 17.8. Although the number of births for Maesteg District was much 
higher than that for the Country as a whole there had been a marked decrease 
in births from the previous years (910 in 1915 and 825 in 1916). The 
exigencies of war were quoted as the cause of the fall. A large number of 
men had left the District to serve in His Majesty's Forces and they were 
presumed to be the members of the male population in the most perfect 
state of health and of an age to be the most likely progenitors of the future 
population. Consequently the Medical Officer of Health’ remarked these mén wera 
deprived of the opportunity of fulfilling their marital duties. 


The deaths registered in the District in 1917 were 311, 175 males 
and 136 females. The estimated annual Death rate was 11.343 compared 
with a rate of 14.4 for England and Wales. The comparable death rate was 
thought to be a most favourable one and the hope was expressed that, in future 
years, the Death rate would remain below the average. Indeed, it was 
expressed that, because Maesteg was one of the most open mining districts 
in South Wales, the Public Health requirements should always maintain a 
favourable Death Rate. The major cmses of death were diseases due to the 


-~54- 


pry ? 

re. 
recat 
- a? 


{ 
" 

P 

* 

” 
, 

+90) 

teat 


o 


gery ae * 2 =) 4 i Gad BO ib sHv ¢ 


ia” 
¢ nn fuses 


: , te 
: ae 
i O82 sa kb € 
* t 
a m > r) 
. 4 : z : sé / "ty Vase ih 
e sie “eres 
. es ith ell r 
4 wilt MESO LEY OLY ze 
ae Kime? pl t ur 
‘ - 4 . 
" wa s 
A 
: 
oud eee TR 
t fi , - 
* r 
(Tr +h j'44¢ , i | 
“© £¢ 
ry \ Set 
: * 
. ume ‘tel 
ree ’ ead Ma a 
s a» 
aed - TSO 4 
Ar, 
; . 
\ . rade aff 7 
ing see ale 
) ‘ u pa Me ; 
4 ey f 
i Seti Ga 
t : 
e Pr} (5-3 - OSs 
et parte 2 
= 4 i “a 
at on G oes. ee 
rhs ck, 


20 Loobhell edt vit 


git ad v ete 
ae 


af wey? a 
4 = = - 
ia a, 
ee ? rsd 
f me eres - BS two foc. or 
‘ eoir. | were 
( , ’ * *3 | Mae | LY ‘yw 
\ 2 : ink or we 
‘ te 4) i4 : da . 
. y YevyOT a «* 
o - ai *” 
‘ { a Se NS 
‘ ‘ ~ 
i rT a 
ove 1} o7 me ® . ay 
f 
heat merry vy Ld 
sauicehes Pee | O i wa 
j t we {2% LP Ob OS) | G , Las a 
: ih ay 
a } ’ a f Ad . ri 7 


fe Eo JCuUOOO A) 7o 


hi34 un bes 42 oft a is > 
eye my Tt “Bw Li gd i Cero ae a 


— oe, = 
‘ re f 
n is jab r -r0 . 
wis “y 
te a v wi 


5 
ote “ta en 


‘got Pak 


a ral 
ip nt fs a sua baet rt 

ea wand ee! oo 
. oly Si. i 


a itt ae 


Respiratory Organs (75), Bronchitis (39), Pneumonia (30), Tuberculosis 
(25), Organic Heart Disease (22) and Cancer (17). There were 9 deaths 
from measles, 5 from diphtheria end 4 from whooping cough. The number of 
deaths of infants under the age of one year was 74 giving a rate of 103.93 
per 1,000 births as compared with a rate of 97 for England and Wales. 

The first Health Visitor in Maesteg District commenced duties on January 
lst, 1916 and since her appointment the infant mortality had shown a 
marked decrease. A second Health Visitor was appointed in March, 1917 for 
the Caerau and Nantyffyllon Wards. 


The Sanitary Inspector in 1917 served 512 Notices for the 
Abatement of Nuisances, 20% of these were for defective backyards. Only 
one house was closed as unfit for human habitation under the provisions of 
section 17 of the Housing and Torm Planning Act, 1904, viz., 28 Bridgend 
Road. 


The rainfall for the year was 63,01 inches, a comparatively dry 
year. 
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| 1917 1967 


Population eee eee 27,454 21,350 
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Density eae eee Dae 4.4 
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Infant Deaths (Rete/1,000 live births) 


Stillbirths eee eee 
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Deaths from Tuberculosis (Rate/1,000 
Population) 


25 (0.90) Bu Oeie) 
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Deaths from Cancer (Rate/1,000 Population) | 17 (0.61) Be (2625) 


Accidents (Rate/1,000 population) 19 (0.66) ils (Os 5 2) 


Average Number of Persons/House at Census [L911 - 5.29 j1961 - 3.46 
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